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tion of Labor, and that 29.71 per cent, of the 4,700,000 engaged in 
mechanical and manufacturing industries are in labor organizations. 
The percentage is nearer ten. Sidney Webb, after exhaustive investi- 
gation, holds that the far better organized workers of Great Britain, 
the trade unionists number only about 20 per cent, of even the adult 
male manual working class. These few errors, however, do not mate- 
rially lessen the value of the book, which deserves a wide reading. We 
need more writers of the liberal views, generous sympathies and wide 
research of Carroll D. Wright. Edward W. Bemis. 
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"Though the public mind is full of the problems of social reform, 
it is remarkable how little literature, combining trained observation in 
the social field with reasonable theory, is available for the general 
reader. The present volume of studies has been brought together 
with the view of helping to fill this gap, and of indicating, however 
imperfectly, the sort of work by which it should further be filled. The 
contributors may claim that they have all attempted to qualify as social 
students in two definite ways. They all possess prolonged and syste- 
matic experience in practical efforts to improve the condition of the 
poor, and they have all paid careful attention to the methods and prin- 
ciples of social reform. Their studies, written on different occasions, 
with different purposes, and drawn from different fields of observation, 
appear, when compared together, to have a single principle at their 
root. The writers have seen and felt as well as reflected that the 
individual member of society is above all things a character and a 
will, and that society as a whole is a structure in which will and charac- 
ter ' are the blocks with which we build.' " 

The writers realize the aim thus expressed in the preface. The 
volume is fragmentary, but well executed, and will interest the general 
public. About half the papers bear on the theory and method of 
social reform, and the remainder are a record of social fact as observed 
especially in London and among the poor. W. I. Thomas. 



